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pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8438 of October 9, 2009
General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year on this day, Americans pause to remember a patriot and
champion of liberty who fought valiantly for the freedom of our Na-
tion. During our struggle for independence, General Casimir Pulaski
displayed heroic leadership and ultimately sacrificed his life in service
to our country. His commitment to liberty remains an inspiration to us
today, 230 years later, and it serves as a reflection of the many con-
tributions Polish Americans have made to our national identity.

Born in Poland in 1745, Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski witnessed
the occupation of Poland by foreign troops during his youth. He joined
the struggle for Polish independence in 1768, fighting alongside his fa-
ther with unwavering determination. Despite the tremendous courage
of Pulaski and his compatriots, the foreign forces prevailed and Poland
was divided among three of its neighbors. The young Casimir Pulaski
was exiled, and, while in Paris, met America’s envoy to France, Ben-
jamin Franklin, and learned of our nascent quest for independence.

Arriving in America during the summer of 1777, General Pulaski
quickly earned a commission and led his troops with admirable skill
in a number of important campaigns. He would eventually become
known as the “Father of the American Cavalry.” In 1779, Pulaski was
mortally wounded during the siege of Savannah while trying to rally
his troops under heavy enemy fire. Before laying down his life for the
United States, this Polish and American hero had earned a reputation
for his idealism and his courageous spirit.

Pulaski’s ideals live on today in the many Polish-American commu-
nities across the country. These neighborhoods continue to celebrate
Polish culture, while adding immeasurably to our national identity.
Their contributions have expanded our collective knowledge, pushing
the boundaries of science, business, and the arts. With each passing
year, the cooperation between the United States and Poland grows,
supported by the dedication and commitment of Polish Americans to
our shared history. Today, as we remember General Pulaski, we cele-
brate our strong friendship with Poland, and honor those Americans of
Polish heritage.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sun-
day, October 11, 2009, as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage
all Americans to commemorate this occasion with appropriate pro-
grams and activities paying tribute to Casimir Pulaski and honoring all
those who defend the freedom of our great Nation.



123 STAT. 3722 PROCLAMATION 8439—OCT. 15, 2009

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
fourth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8439 of October 15, 2009
White Cane Safety Day, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

All Americans deserve the freedom to participate in every aspect of our
society and pursue their full measure of happiness. For blind Ameri-
cans, the white cane is a potent symbol of that freedom—affording
them greater independence and mobility. Today we renew our commit-
ment to provide full inclusion and equal opportunities for those among
us who are blind or have low vision. As Americans, we must nurture
a society that values the unique abilities and individual contributions
of all its people.

Individuals who are blind or have low vision are less constrained and
better integrated in our country than ever before, but much work re-
mains to ensure they have the opportunity to reach their full potential.
My Administration is committed to securing full and equal access to
education and employment for blind Americans and all those with dis-
abilities. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act substantially
increased funding for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
as well as vocational rehabilitation services, including job training,
education, and placement.

For Americans who are blind or have low vision, a white cane is just
one of a wide range of tools that sustain independence and produc-
tivity. In recent years, refreshable Braille displays and speech synthesis
devices have given these individuals access to the Internet, unlocking
a new frontier of limitless possibility. As we encourage the develop-
ment of new assistive technologies, we must also improve access to ex-
isting tools. The Braille code has opened a doorway to literacy for
countless individuals, but far too many blind children in our country
are not learning to read it. By improving Braille literacy, we will secure
a brighter future for these young Americans.

In the 45 years since White Cane Safety Day was first proclaimed by
President Lyndon Johnson, Americans who are blind or have low vi-
sion have achieved substantial progress. As leaders in government and
business, academics, and the arts, they have made remarkable con-
tributions to our Nation, proving that sight is no requisite for success.
We will continue to strive for a more just and equitable Nation that
celebrates diversity in all its forms and promotes the full inclusion of
all individuals in our communities.

By joint resolution approved on October 6, 1964 (Public Law 88-628,
as amended), the Congress designated October 15 of each year as White
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